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(For immediate release)
INTERNATIONAL ARRIVALS TO PACIFIC REGION
GROW 6% IN 1ST QUARTER OF 2010

(Monday, July 26, 2010; Tumon, GU) Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) International announced visitor arrivals results for the first quarter of 2010 indicate demand for the Asia Pacific region has increased 10% from the same time last year.

The Pacific saw a 6% growth during the first quarter, with marked improvements among Micronesia destinations including Palau (+6%) and the Northern Marianas Islands (+2%).

“Positive visitor arrival numbers are what we always hope to see from our region,” said PATA Micronesia Chapter Chairman Darin De Leon. “We anticipate new efforts by our chapter including an upcoming branding initiative and membership drive, as well as continued improvements in the global economy will help boost our visitor arrivals even more.”

According to the data released by PATA International, other regions including South Asia (+17%), Southeast Asia (+16%), and Northeast Asia (+4%) also saw improvements when compared to the same period last year.

PATA Micronesia recently issued a request for proposals for a professional branding agency to develop a comprehensive branding strategy for the region in an effort to better position Micronesia as a competitor in the global visitor industry.

PATA Micronesia, a non-profit membership organization, is one of more than 39 chapters internationally of travel and hospitality management companies. The organization was formed in 1983, with GVB as a founding member, after many years operating as the Micronesia Tourism Council. In partnership with private and public sector members, PATA enhances the sustainable growth, value and quality of travel and tourism to, from, and within the region.

For more information, contact De Leon at ddeleon.pva@visit-palau.com or Pilar Laguaña at plaguana@visitguam.org.
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