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(For Immediate Release)

GVB HOSTS WWII VETERANS IN HONOR OF 

66TH LIBERATION DAY
(Friday, July 23, 2010; Tumon, Guam) Guam Visitors Bureau (GVB) hosted World War II and Guam Liberation veterans for a three-day tour of historic sites, Liberation activities, and a breakfast in honor of their service.

The veterans, who served in the U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy, and the U.S. Army, shared tales of their service during a breakfast at the GVB office in Tumon on Thursday, before touring the island with Park Ranger James Oelke of the U.S. National Park Service.

Marvin Ainsworth of San Diego, a retired U.S. Marines gunnery sergeant, participated in the liberation of Guam in July 1944, first coming ashore at Agat onboard a WWII Amtrak. He recounted how his troop incurred “occasional gunfire” as they made their way from Agat to Orote Point.

Stanley Botelho, a Mongmong resident, served in the U.S. Army during the invasion of Saipan, and came to Guam in the days following the invasion. He traveled from the island to Okinawa in WWII, eventually settling on Guam later in life.

Kenneth H. Larson of Long Island, N.Y., lived on Guam from 1945 to 1947, during what he called a “transitional period” for his life and the island. During his time on Guam, he played in a baseball league organized by the U.S. Marine Corps.

Paul Landgraf of Agat, supported the invasion of Guam from off shore. Now a resident of Guam, he was present at the bombing of Pearl Harbor and was later detailed to enter the war as a submariner.

“It was an honor to host these gentlemen for our breakfast and celebration of the 66th Liberation of our island,” said GVB Acting General Manager Pilar Laguaña. “Each year we try to communicate with the many veterans we’ve come in contact with through the years. Many cannot make the trip for whatever reason, and some can. We’re grateful that we get to share such an experience with these men and that they have the opportunity to see what a great place Guam has become.”

GVB also coordinated for some veterans to ride on John Gerber’s WWII truck and appear at the Liberation Parade viewing stand.
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From left, Park Ranger James Oelke, Mr. Kenneth H. Larson of New York, Mr. Stanley Botelho of Mongmong, Mr. Marvin Ainsworth of San Diego, and GVB Acting General Manager Pilar Laguaña meet at the GVB Tumon office for breakfast on Thursday before the group went on a tour of the island with Oelke. Not pictured is veteran Paul Landgraf.

###


For More Information:

GVB Acting General Manager Pilar Laguana
Email: plaguana@visitguam.org 
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