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(For Immediate Release)

TATUHA MURAL UNVEILED AT THURSDAY CEREMONY
(Monday, June 21, 2010; Tumon, Guam) Together with the Tamuning-Tumon-Harmon Mayor’s Office, the Guam Visitor’s Bureau (GVB) unveiled the “We Are TaTuHa” village mural yesterday, marking the seventh of 19 village murals to be completed under the Guam Branding Initiative.

The event, attended by Guam Gov. Felix Camacho, continued a sense of community pride that first emerged when the mural project began in Yigo in February.

“This program has created an experience for village mayors and community volunteers,” said GVB General Manager Gerald S.A. Perez. “The whole initiative really shows that tourism belongs to all the people of Guam – not just Tumon Bay. The community pride we’ve seen from these murals deliver on that promise, and shows just what we can do when we work together.”

The artwork, created by Greg Flores, incorporates iconic images representing Tamuning, Tumon and Harmon, including quonset huts to the current governor’s likeness.

“Mr. Flores has incorporated images that represent the history of our village,” said Tamuning Mayor Francisco Blas. “The artwork is not only something that instills a sense of pride, but also a means for visitors to learn about our village through artwork.”

One way leaders can tell the pride residents have in their village is that each has stayed free of graffiti, said Gov. Camacho.

“The villages that have murals, graffiti artists have not defaced them. I appreciate that,” he said. “I hope to see this continue throughout the rest of the island, and with all of the village murals.”

Paint and supplies for the projects have been contributed by Benson Hardware and the Mikel I.V. Tan Foundation. Organizations and individuals are encouraged to contact their respective mayor’s office to learn about volunteer opportunities in their community.
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