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 (For Immediate Release)

99-YEAR-OLD JAPANESE VISITOR 
CELEBRATES VACATION IN GUAM

(Friday, May 14, 2010; Tumon, Guam) In 1910, when Japanese citizen Gonshiro Umemoto was born, the Chicago White Sox played their first game ever, Haley’s Comet was visible from Earth, and the first “talking” motion picture was demonstrated by Thomas Edison.

The 99-year-old Umemoto, a resident of Hokkaido, Japan, has seen a lot throughout his lifetime. And now, just before his 100th birthday, he’ll become the oldest visitor to Guam from Japan since tourism began on the island in 1967.

Umemoto will be traveling with The 6th Annual Dream Festival, a bi-annual tour designed specifically for seniors and wheelchair-bound travelers from Japan. The group makes it possible for the elderly and physically challenged people to enjoy a vacation all their own.

“This is such a unique story,” said GVB Acting General Manager Ernie A. Galito. “We’re so honored to have Mr. Umemoto visit Guam, not only because it marks his first time here but because it symbolizes just how much our island has to offer – for people of every age. We hope he and other members of the Dream Festival enjoy their stay.”

The Dream Festival, facilitated by R&C Tours, will bring visitors to Guam for the second consecutive year. As a participant on the tour, Umemoto will arrive for a four-night stay on Sunday, May 16. Japanese media is scheduled to document his vacation for part of a special TV feature program.

The Dream Festival has previously taken place in Hawaii, but organizers have decided once again to hold it in Guam.

###

For More Information: Ernie A. Galito, Deputy General Manager 

Email: egalito@visitguam.org
…
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