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(For immediate release)
CREATIVITY, CHAMORRO PUT TO TEST IN

1ST SAND SCULPTURE CONTEST
(Friday, April 15, 2011; Tumon, Guam) The University of Guam is seeking participants to test their creativity and Chamorro language skills at the 1st Fine’nana Na Ferian Fina’hechuran Unai (Sand Sculpture Festival) on May 1 from 6 a.m. to noon at Matapang Beach, Tumon.

Students from the school’s Elementary Chamorro II Class have partnered with Guam Visitors Bureau (GVB) and Guam Department of Parks & Recreation for the event, which aims to promote the Chamorro culture and language through a unique competition.

Using only sand, participants will be asked to craft sculptures in 30 minutes using a space of 5x5 feet representative of either Man, Environment, Land, Sea or Tradition. The real challenge comes during judging, when participants will explain their work in 3 minutes using only the Chamorro language.

“We’re so excited about this project. It offers a great reason for our families to get out and enjoy the beauty of Guam and integrates the language and culture we are so fortunate to call our own,” said GVB Acting General Manager Joann Camacho. “UOG is really putting our local artists to the test with this one.”

Monetary prizes will be distributed to the top three finishers, as well as an overall grand prize winner. Judges will include experts from the Chamorro-speaking community and students enrolled in Elementary Chamorro II at UOG.

“Fewer and fewer of our local residents speak Chamorro, and this is one way we can encourage the use of it while focusing on our island’s natural beauty,” said UOG Professor Peter Onedera. “This contest will help our residents and visitors learn and give them a reason to enjoy a beautiful day on the beach.”

To enter, call 735-2800 or 735-2808, or register in person on the 1st floor of the UOG Humanities and Social Sciences Building. All proceeds will go toward the Division of Humanities, College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences.

###


For More Information: 

Joann G. Camacho, GVB Deputy General Manager

E-mail: jcamacho@visitguam.org
…
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