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(For immediate release)

GUAM ISLAND FIESTA TOUR BEGINS 2011 IN BARRIGADA 
(Tuesday, April 4, 2011; Tumon, Guam) After success in 2010 introducing visitors into the homes of local families for village fiesta celebrations, the Guam Island Fiesta Tour (GIFT) will kick off the 2011 calendar with the Barrigada celebration of San Vicente Ferrer at the Bautista family property on April 10.

The program, sponsored by Guam Visitors Bureau (GVB) in partnership with the Mayors Council of Guam and Lam Lam Tours, has been well received by both visitors and residents. Communities use it as an opportunity to share the Chamorro culture with Japanese, Taiwanese, Korean, and U.S. military groups who likely would never get the opportunity to experience the hundreds of years old local tradition.

Participants are greeted with shell leis, invited to participate in interactive cultural activities like coconut husking, talaya throwing, and tuba drinking, and are treated to large tables laden with authentic Chamorro cuisine.

“The GIFT really embodies principles the Guam branding initiative was founded on,” said GVB Acting General Manager Joann Camacho. “It not only shows local families that they have a stake in the visitor industry, but it displays our Chamorro culture in a way that people have not been able to experience it. We are not just telling our visitors about Guam’s history, our food, or the way we celebrate with song and dance – we’re showing them and inviting them to participate.”

GVB offers grants up to $5,000 for qualified families nominated by their village mayor in order to help defer the cost of food and activities associated with hosting up to 150 visitors.

To qualify, families must have held an annual fiesta celebration for at least 3 years, have property that can accommodate the additional guests, arrange interactive cultural activities, and have the event on the Sunday of the village’s fiesta weekend.
“We set the standard high in order to ensure our visitors get an overwhelming experience they should,” said Cultural Heritage Officer Sonja Lujan-Sellers. “Because of that, we have received outstanding feedback from everyone involved. Our visitors love it, our families enjoy teaching about our Chamorro culture, and our industry stakeholders have begun packaging GIFT as an optional tour with airlines and hotel stays.”

In 2011, GIFT will participate in fiestas in Barrigada, Inarajan, Merizo, Santa Rita, Agat, Mangilao, and Dededo.

For reservations, visitors may contact their tour agent or Kiyoko/Rex at Lam Lam Tours at (671) 649-5314/5. For $30 per adult or $15 per child, Lam Lam Tours will pick up visitors at several hotels in the morning, transport them to the host family, and return to hotels at 2 p.m.
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For More Information: 

Joann Camacho, GVB Acting General Manager

E-mail: jcamacho@visitguam.org 
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