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 (For Immediate Release)

GVB PARTNERS WITH TOYOHIRA RIVER MARATHON

(Monday, April 26, 2010; Tumon, Guam) Guam Visitors Bureau (GVB) recently signed a sister-running event agreement with Nikkan Sports Toyohira River Marathon, an annual event scheduled each May in Sapporo, Japan. 

The agreement deems each location will support the race events held in Guam by providing runners to both the Nikkan Sports Toyohira River Marathon on May 5, 2010, and the Guam Ko’Ko’ Road Race on Oct. 17, 2010. 

Nikkan Sports Toyohira River Marathon will send a delegation of runners to Guam’s signature running event in October, and Guam will send Miss Universe Guam Racine Manley to be the official starter for the Sapporo event. GVB Deputy General Manager Ernie A. Galito will also compete in Sapporo running event.

Officials from both organizations cite the benefits include not only greater awareness of each running event but encouragement of a greater friendship and understanding between Guam and Sapporo, Japan.

“The Hokkaido Board of Education, Ashai Shimbun, and Hokkaido Broadcasting Company, Ltd., are among the major sponsors of this annual event so our partnership will give the Guam Ko’ko’ Road Race plenty of exposure throughout Japan,” Galito said.

Sapporo is the fifth-largest city in Japan in population and the capital of Hokkaido Prefecture. Sapporo is best known outside Japan for hosting the 1972 Winter Olympics, the first ever held in Asia, and for the annual Yuki Matsuri in the city, internationally referred to as the Sapporo Snow Festival, which draws more than 2 million tourists from around the world.

###


For More Information: 
Ernie A. Galito, Deputy General Manager
Email: egalito@visitguam.org 
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