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 (For Immediate Release)

VILLAGE MURALS FOR “WE ARE BARRIGADA”

AND “WE ARE HAGÅTÑA” BEGIN 
(Tamuning, Guam, March 18, 2010)  The Guam Visitors Bureau announces the preliminary sketching for the “We Are Barrigada” and “We are Hagåtña” village murals has started accenting the island’s scenery at both locations.

“We are beyond excited that work on both murals in Barrigada and Hagåtña has begun,” said GVB Acting General Manager Ernie A. Galito. “This is what we envisioned when the Guam brand was born – people from villages all across the island coming together to identify what makes their communities unique and what defines their people.  The final artwork for both of these villages gives their unique identity an exclamation mark.”

The 180’ x 7’ Barrigada wall, located between Pizza Hut and Crown Bakery on Route 10, highlights the traditions, life and landmarks representing that village. Local artist Ariel Dimalanta, who is producing the artwork, anticipates completion of the mural to coincide with the village fiesta celebration in April.

“It was a strategic move to place the wall in such a highly visible location,” said Barrigada Vice-Mayor June Blas.  “We want everyone on Guam to take notice and appreciate what Barrigada represents.”

Dimalanta, a Barrigada resident, added that he’s “honored to be able to offer a personal viewpoint of Barrigada because I’m from here.” 

The Hagåtña mural will feature historical figures including Archbishop Felixberto Flores, the Don Pedro Martinez, and the legendary Sirena. Located on Marine Corps Drive in East Hagåtña, artist Tim Hanley’s composition offers an historical viewpoint for the island’s capital. Landmarks such as the Plaza de España and the Hagåtña Marina will also be featured.

“Hagåtña is rich in our history and working with the Mayor, we wanted to represent a glimpse of that history through art,” Hanley said.    

Hagåtña Mayor John A. Cruz said that programs such as the “We Are Guam” brand initiative encourages a sense of ownership and pride among the people of Guam. “I’m proud to be a part of 

Hagåtña and I welcome any opportunity to promote Hagåtña and our cultural heritage,” he said. “The mural is a work of art that will leave a positive impression on our people and our visitors alike.”

The “My Guam Village Mural” project will include artwork in all of Guam’s 19 villages.  The Mangilao and Yigo murals have already been completed. Paints and supplies for the mural projects are provided by local hardware store, Bensons.
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