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 (For Immediate Release)

HAGÅTÑA HERITAGE WALKING TRAIL

NEARING COMPLETION

(Thursday, February 4, 2010; Tumon, Guam) The Hagåtña Heritage Walking Trail, slated for completion in early March, will not only give tourists something to enjoy for an additional half-day on Guam but may also serve as a teaching tool for local communities who want to learn about Chamorro history.

Officials from the Guam Department of Parks & Recreation announced the 2.5-mile trek, which winds through 17 historic sites in Guam’s capital, is scheduled to be finished just in time for Chamorro History Month in March.

“This trail is not only a significant accomplishment for the village of Hagåtña and the Hagåtña Foundation, but it is yet another aspect of building upon the island’s unique identity and destination brand,” said GVB General Manager Gerald S.A. Perez. “We’d love to see more projects in all of our villages that capitalize on the island’s cultural heritage and history.”  

The project not only included restoration of historic sites in Hagåtña, but also a walking trail connecting them. According to Joe Duenas, director of the Guam Department of Parks & Recreation, to name a few of the projects, installation of lighting, sidewalks and benches were installed at San Antonio Bridge; major work was done to the top level of Fort Santa Agueda, and new trash receptacles and planters were installed; a new bridge was constructed at Padre Jose Bernardo Palomo Park; lighting and new vegetation were added to Chief Quipuha Park; and the walking trail surrounding Paseo Stadium was revamped.

“This project, funded using a $1.398 million grant from the U.S. Department of Interior, comes at an important time – when heritage is something we need to embrace in the face of Guam’s changing dynamic,” Duenas said. “This is really just a footprint of things to come in the future. I really think that everyone – from the Government of Guam to the private sector – should build on this as a whole and enhance the trail as funds become available. Everyone is going to have to work in concert in the future to ensure the project is enhanced and properly funded for maintenance.”

To help with locals visiting Heritage Walk, which Duenas said he envisions as a site for student field trips, the Guam Department of Parks & Recreation plans to staff the trail with two full-time park rangers. The employees will be wearing green uniforms emblazoned with the department logo. Officials hope the effort will cut down on litter and vandalism.

“The near completion of the Hagåtña Heritage Walking Trail is a celebration, but we can’t forget to maintain it as a community,” Perez said. “This not only allows the visitors that come to our island to learn more about our Chamorro culture, but it gives us an opportunity to do the same. Our students and younger generations who haven’t been exposed to our history as much can learn about it hands on in Hagåtña.”

The Hagåtña Foundation first hatched the idea of a walking trail in 2005, during which time GVB Board Member Bert Unpingco served as a member. The same year, the Office of the Governor of Guam submitted a grant application to the U.S. Department of Interior. Once it was awarded, the Guam Department of Parks & Recreation was tasked with managing the project. 


A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Hagåtña Heritage Walking Trail is tentatively scheduled for March 4.
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