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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Guam Visitors Bureau Awarded Honors

at Travel Tour Expo in Manila 
______________________________________________________


(Tamuning, Guam February 23, 2010)  The Guam Visitors Bureau were bestowed two prestigious awards, “Most Popular Performance” and First Place for “Best Marketing Effort” at the 17th Travel Tour Expo held at SMX Convention Center, Manila, Philippines.  The Philippine Travel Agencies Association (PTAA), the largest association in the tourism industry sponsored the event.   Two hundred thirty-eight exhibitors in 416 booths and over 100,000 visitors participated in the three-day event.

“We’re proud that our cultural performers, “Inetnon Gef Pago” really entertained the crowds at both the expo’s main stage and the Guam Visitors Bureau’s pavilion to personify our heritage and identity,” said Deputy General Manager, Ernie Galito.  There are so many resort destinations in the Philippines and Southeast Asia, and now more Philippine visitor prospects know that Guam is a US destination and has cultural attractiveness,” said Galito.

Although the Republic of the Philippines is not a member of US Visa Waiver Program, (citizens must apply for a travel visa), GVB targets its marketing efforts towards Filipinos who already have US visas, US citizens living in the Philippines, and expatriate citizens of Visa Waiver Program countries such as Japan, Korea, and most European countries. Last year Guam received approximately Philippine 12,000 visitors as of December 2009, which is an increase of 6.3% from the same time last year.

“We also are pleased that our concerted effort with our travel industry partners Continental Airlines, Hilton Guam Resort & Spa, Pacific Islands Club, Fiesta Resort, and Hotel Santa Fe as well as our GVB Philippine marketing team created destination synergy and attractiveness to win first place for Best Marketing Effort,” commented Galito.  “We had really stiff competition from the other destinations such as Thailand and Malaysia who placed second and third respectively” Galito said.

For more information regarding the Guam Visitors Bureau’s awards from the PTAA Travel Tour Expo 2010, please contact Ernie A. Galito at (671) 646-5278.
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