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 (For Immediate Release)

CHINA OUTBOUND TRAVEL MARKET SYMPOSIUM

SPEAKERS BRING MARKET EXPERTISE TO GUAM

(Thursday, Oct. 7, 2010; Tumon, Guam) For the first time since Guam Visitors Bureau (GVB) began building the visitor industry on our island, experts from China’s tourism market will visit in an effort to educate local businesses on the dynamic new travel segment.

The China Outbound Travel Market Symposium on Thursday, Oct. 14 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Hilton Guam Resort & Spa will feature a panel of experts from the Chinese-government backed Ivy Alliance Tourism Consulting Co. Ltd., Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA), Continental Airlines, and GVB.

Speakers at the event will include:

· Dr. WANG Xinjun, managing director of Ivy Alliance Tourism Consulting Co. Ltd., who will address the “Profile of Chinese Outbound Traveler and New Government Regulations.”
Dr. WANG has served at Ivy Alliance since 2006, where he is known as a founder of the country’s premier source for outbound travel networking, the International Forum on Chinese Outbound Tourism (IFCOT). As a major contributor to China’s tourism laws, Dr. WANG was invited by the China National Tourism Association (CNTA) to help revise the country’s regulations.

· David TANG, assistant president of Ivy Alliance Tourism Consulting Co. Ltd., who will address the “China Outbound Tourism Quality Service Certification Program (QSC Program).”
Mr. TANG specializes in many areas of Chinese outbound tourism including market trends, identifying and analyzing traveler demands, event organization, research and publications, and engineering tourism evaluation systems. He is also responsible for the information product of Ivy Alliance, the “China Outbound Tourism Yearbook,” co-published with the China Association of Travel Services. 

· Kate CHANG, regional director of China, Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA), will discuss “Working with Chinese Travel Trade, Media and Efforts of PATA China.”
Ms. CHANG has held the regional directorship since May 2005, working toward representing the organization’s interests in China with particular focus on tourism-related companies in the public and private sectors. Based in Beijing, she has previous experience as the assistant director for the China National Tourism Administration (CNTA), based in Sydney in Australia. 

· Walter B. Dias, managing director for Greater China and Southeast Asia, Continental Airlines, will address “Building Guam’s Foundation in China.”

Mr. Dias is responsible for the development and execution of sales and promotion programs, advertising, and public relations for Continental in several Asian countries including China. Mr. Dias opened Continental’s first office in China in Beijing in 2005 and developed the airline’s China sales team, distribution network and promotional programs. 

· Gerald S.A. Perez, GVB general manager, will discuss how local businesses can begin “Understanding our Chinese Visitors.”
Mr. Perez has 25 years of experience in the tourism industry and a distinguished background in government and business leadership. He has extensive involvement in the travel industry, having served in various capacities including a term on the GVB Board of Directors, as chairman of the Japan Marketing Committee, chairman of the Tourist Attraction Fund, vice-chairman of PATA Micronesia, president and councilor of Asia for SKAL International, and as a member of Micronesian Regional Tourism Council Chairman and the Guam Tourism Foundation. 

“Together with testimony at Congresswoman Madeleine Z. Bordallo’s public hearing on H.R. 6015 presented by Jim Beighley of DFS and Gov. Felix P. Camacho, and Vice Speaker B.J. Cruz’s letter to President Barack Obama urging swift action, we are hopeful for a favorable ruling on a visa waiver program for China,” said GVB Acting General Manager Ernie A. Galito. “This symposium with the wealth of institutional knowledge and tourism foresight will prepare our visitor industry stakeholders for a burgeoning new source market from China.”

For registration information, contact GVB Marketing Manager Pilar Laguana at 1(671) 648-1505 or via e-mail at plaguana@visitguam.org, or GVB Marketing Officer Gina Kono at gkono@visitguam.org.

Sponsors include DFS Galleria Guam, Century Tours, Outrigger Guam Resort, Pacific Islands Club Guam, Kloppenburg Enterprises Inc., Guam Plaza, Tiffany & Co., Triple J Five Star Wholesale Foods, Continental Airlines, Hilton Guam Resort & Spa, the Pacific Daily News and the Marianas Business Journal. 

###


For More Information: 

Ernie A. Galito, Deputy General Manager

E-mail: egalito@visitguam.org
…
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